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UPCOMING 
EVENTS 
12/4: PTO Meeting 
5:15 pm in the library 

 
 
12/6: Borah Invent 
Idaho 
Gym, morning 

 
 
12/13:1st Grade Concert 
6:15 pm, gym 
5th Gr. Strings District 
Concert 
7 pm, Woodland M.S. 

 
 
12/15: Student Council 
Food Drive 
SuperOne, 10 - 2 pm  

 
 
12/19: Jingle Books 

 
 
12/24 through 1/6 
No School 
Holiday Break 
 

 
Happy Holidays to 
you and your family! 
 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

I am so thrilled to share with you that all of our students in grades 
Kindergarten through 5th grade have completed their first place-based 
learning projects and journey. Many were out in the community - 
whether that was the food pantry, a museum, or our school grounds. 
And, many were able to share their learning with an authentic audience. 
 
They will embark on a new project sometime in the coming months. This 
meaningful opportunity connects our students to their community, their 
place in our community, and the many options available for them to 
study and participate. We are so happy with the increased joy in 
learning and engagement we have seen. Our students truly are the 
best! 
 
Thank you for taking the time to come to parent/teacher conferences 
and support your student(s) in their learning. This, along with 
attendance, is critical to their success. We hope you enjoy reading our 
newsletter!  
  
Sincerely, Kristina Davenport, Principal: kdavenport@cdaschools.org 

 

 
Meet our wonderful office ladies. Debby Bingham, Office Manager, 
and Ashley Felder, Secretary. They are such a kind, warm and 
welcoming team. We know you will love them! 
 

 

 

 



 

 
A place where every 
story matters… 
 

Please see below for 

information on a local 

church that offers a food 

bank, a weekly hot meal, 

and a clothing and tool 

closet. 
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER 
As the end of 2018 draws near, I want to say thank you to the Borah 
Community for welcoming me to this wonderful school! It has been a 
great start to the year and I have loved getting to know our students, 
staff and families! I wish you a wonderful holiday season; we will miss 
our students while we are on break! 
 
This month, many classes have been learning about bullying compared 
to conflicts or small problems. The image below helps us see the 
difference between someone being rude, someone being mean, and 
someone who is bullying. Thank you for helping us teach this difference 
to our students! 

 
 

Lauren Mills, the School Counselor. Email: lmills@cdaschools.org or 

Phone: 208-664-5844 Ext. 21016 
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ADVENTURES FROM OUR FIFTH GRADE 
Our year-long driving question is "What is it like to walk in someone else's shoes?" We are investigating 
this in numerous ways; however, we most recently wrapped up a 6-7 week PBL walking in the shoes of 
American Colonists. We integrated social studies, reading and writing. Our 5th graders learned about 
colonization using our Studies Weekly curriculum and independent research. Students were able to 
create their own fictional character to write a narrative on what their typical day is like. Every student 
chose a colony and occupation for their colonist to assume. 
We then had Daughters of the American Revolution come in as part of our community element. We 
paired up to come up with a lesson to engage students and create an authentic learning experience. 
Our kiddos learned quickly that Taxation Without Representation was not something they agreed with! 
Meanwhile, in art, students created murals that we used as a backdrop in our presentation. Students 
became painters for the final 3-4 weeks to create masterpieces that reflected their assumed colony, 
occupation, and personality. 
Our final piece of the project was a Living Wax Museum where friends and family came to learn why all 
of this is important in the 21st century. Our colonists used their murals, props, and short 1-2 minute 
monologues to teach their audience about this time in history-- all the while assuming the role as and 
walking in the shoes of their American Colonist.  
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Invent Idaho 

Invent Idaho is the premier student invention program in the Northwest, having provided 
a forum for thousands of young inventors in grades one through eight since its inception 
in 1989.  Invent Idaho is the only program in Idaho that celebrates student creativity and 
innovation, while teaching the inventive thinking process in an interdisciplinary 
curriculum. Young inventors participate in progressive levels of competitions, including 
three Regional events held across Idaho, culminating in an Invent Idaho State Finals 
event.  

Not only does the Invent Idaho program teach higher order thinking skills, it addresses 
dozens of State Science Standards, as well as the number one Technology and 
Communication Standard, Creativity and Innovation:  to demonstrate creative thinking, 
construct knowledge, and use information and communication technologies to develop 
innovative products and processes.  Invent Idaho is poised to grow exponentially with the 
current emphasis in our schools on STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics) education. As stated in the 2011 State of the Union Address, “The first 
step in winning the future is encouraging American innovation”.  This reflects a national 
demand for innovation—one that has grown in urgency in recent years.  The Lincoln 
Center Imagination Summit boldly proclaimed, “The voices …call not only for innovation, 
but for creativity as well.  Without these, it is felt, the United States simply cannot 
succeed in a 21st century world… America’s competitive edge depends now on 
bold,fresh ideas.  The jolting discovery: …competing in today’s complex economy 
requires, more than any other single quality, creativity. This means being ready to 
overturn the status quo,coming up with original approaches, and making experimentation 
a habit.”  

Invent Idaho encourages American innovation. As one young inventor stated, “I like 
being creative and Invent Idaho was a great way for me to express my ideas and show 
other people what I was thinking.  I like the Jules Verne category because you can be 
really crazy and dream big. I hope one day one of my inventions can actually be made 
and help in some way.” As one long-time Invent Idaho parent stated, “Invent Idaho has 
been a wonderful creative outlet for my kids.  It has taught them critical thinking skills and 
problem solving skills.  They would be creatively engaged for hours while trying to get 
their ideas on paper and making models.  What a great way to combine science, math, 
research, development, marketing, writing, and model making into an exciting learning 
experience.”  

Invent Idaho Website - click here 

 

 

 

http://inventidaho.com/?page_id=73
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BORAH TIPS AND INFORMATION 

BUS LOOP - Please keep the bus loop on the north side of the building free of cars. This is for 
the bus only and the driver has noticed parents driving through during drop off and pick up times. 
Parents, please help us to keep our children safe and stay out of the bus loop. 
 
ABSENT STUDENTS - Thank you for calling the office when your student(s) will be absent. 
Debby has noticed an increase in calls and appreciates your help. Also, research shows that 
attendance has a dramatic impact on students’ academic performance. Even sporadic absences 
can cause your child to fall behind their peers. Please let us know if we can help you make sure 
your student attends school regularly. Regular attendance is the best thing you can do to help 
your child be successful in life. 
 
FREE AND REDUCED MEAL PROGRAM - Parents, please fill out a Free/Reduced application 
even if you do not think you will qualify. This helps us for many funding programs. Thank you to 
the many who have. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Borah Elementary   •   www.cdaschools.org/Borah   •   (208) 664-5844 
 

 

 

 

http://www.cdaschools.org/Borah

